“Wherever This Gospel

]5 Proclaimed..”

by Watchman Nee

atthew 26:13 says, “Truly I say to you, Wherever

this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what
this woman has done shall also be told as a memorial of
her.” According to the Lord’s word here, wherever the
gospel is preached, this story should be told immediately
afterwards. If the gospel is preached, but this story is not
told, there is a great lack. Therefore, we have to speak of
this story today.

This portion of the Word in Matthew 26:6-13 is on the
story of Mary. But in this Gospel, her name is not men-
tioned. In the other Gospels, her name is mentioned;
therefore, we know that this woman is Mary. Why does
Matthew mention her only as a woman? It shows us that
what she did can be done by any ordinary woman; it was
not something that could be done only by someone called
Mary. The use of the word woman means that it does not
refer to any person in particular. Moreover, the fact that
she is only mentioned anonymously as a woman shows
that the person does not mean much; it is the Lord who
is worthy of our attention.

We know that Mary did not have a servant at home.
There was no one else in her house except her sister,
Martha, and her brother, Lazarus. She served the Lord
personally. We also know that she did not have a rich fam-
ily. But it is an amazing thing that she bought a pound of
ointment of pure nard (we are told of this in the other
Gospels), and the pure nard was “very valuable” (John
12:3). Hence, this ointment must have been very expen-
sive. Perhaps one cannot even find such expensive oint-
ment today. When she poured the ointment on Jesus’
head, she was criticized by many. They murmured that it
was a waste of three hundred denarii to anoint the head
of the Lord, and that the money could have been given to
the poor and taken care of many people. But the Lord
said, “Wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole

world, what this woman has done shall also be told as a
memorial of her” (Matt. 26:13). Therefore, I believe that
wherever the gospel is preached, the story of Mary is to
be preached also. It would not be proper to preach the
gospel without speaking about the story of Mary. As long
as there is the gospel, there should be the story of Mary.
In other words, after a man understands the gospel, he
should also know the story of Mary. Unfortunately, the
gospel is preached in many places, but the story of Mary
is not preached.

Some wonder why three hundred denarii are so impor-
tant. Since the Lord was sold for three hundred denarii,
Mary’s three hundred denarii had a tremendous signifi-
cance. (Do not misunderstand when I say that the gospel
was worth three hundred denarii and the enemy’s valua-
tion of the Lord Jesus was also three hundred denarii.
The Lord was worth three hundred denarii only in the
eyes of the enemy.) Since a flask of ointment was worth
three hundred denarii, Mary sold herself for three hun-
dred denarii worth of ointment. Putting it in another way,

Mary was that flask of ointment; she put herself into that
flask and sold herself to the Lord.

he story of Mary must be spoken of wherever the

gospel is preached because every time the gospel is
preached, there is the need of the story of Mary to main-
tain the balance of the truth. If there is a place which only
preaches the gospel without mentioning the story of
Mary, the truth is unbalanced. It is easy for men to preach
the gospel without mentioning the story of Mary. It is
possible for the gospel to be preached too much without
having the proper balance. Preaching the gospel is easy
today. The gospel preached among us and everywhere in
the world is a gospel that satisfies men. A man believes in
the gospel because he wants to profit, rejoice, live well,
and gain something. If we profit, rejoice, live well, and
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