
The historic creeds have helped to counteract heresy and to
embody and articulate what we as Christians believe, but
they have all but neglected completely the Divine Per-
son—the Spirit of God—who is the realization of the
Triune God and whose function it is to make us what we
essentially are, persons of living faith. None of the creeds
and, to the best of our knowledge, none of today’s theolo-
gies adequately emphasize the fact that, in God’s economy,
the Spirit of God is the intensified life-giving Spirit.

The life-giving Spirit is intrinsically related to the second of
Christ’s two “becomings.” The first becoming is in John
1:14: “The Word became flesh.” The
second becoming is in 1 Corinthians
15:45b: “The last Adam became a
life-giving Spirit.” Through incarna-
tion Christ, as the eternal Word,
became flesh—the becoming for re-
demption. Through resurrection
Christ, as the last Adam in the flesh,
became the life-giving Spirit—the be-
coming for life-imparting. On the
evening of the day of His resurrec-
tion, this pneumatic Christ breathed
Himself into His disciples as pneuma,
breath, Spirit: “He breathed into
them and said to them, Receive the
Holy Spirit.” This breathing, this imparting of Himself as
life, was an issue of His second be- coming. Now in resur-
rection He is the pneumatic Christ, the life-giving Spirit,
able to live in us and impart life to us.

The main function of the life-giving Spirit is to give life.
This is especially clear in Romans 8, where the life-giving
Spirit is unveiled as the Spirit of life, the Spirit of God, the
Spirit of Christ, and the pneumatic Christ who lives in us
as the indwelling Spirit. This life-giving Spirit imparts life
into our entire tripartite being to make us persons of life. He
gives life to our spirit, making our regenerated spirit life;
He imparts life to our mind, the leading part of our soul,
causing our mind to become life; and He also gives life to
our mortal bodies.

Without Christ’s being the life-giving Spirit, we could not
be saved organically for the building up of His Body. It is as
the Spirit that Christ gives life to and indwells our spirit in
regeneration. It is as the Spirit that He nourishes us with
Himself as our spiritual food in His organic shepherding. It
is as the Spirit that He makes us partakers of the divine

nature for our dispositional sanctification. It is as the Spirit
that He renews us to make us a new creation; that He
transforms us into precious materials for God’s spiritual
building; that He conforms us into the image of Himself as
the firstborn Son; and that He glorifies us to make us the
same as He in life, in nature, and in expression.

In order to deal with the degradation of the church de-
scribed in Revelation, the life-giving Spirit is also identified
as “the seven Spirits of God,” that is, the sevenfold intensi-
fied Spirit. For the carrying out of God’s economy in a time
of darkness and degradation, the life-giving Spirit has been

intensified sevenfold and is now op-
erating as the seven Spirits in the
churches and in the lives of the over-
coming believers. These seven Spirits
are the seven lamps of fire for judg-
ing, consuming, and producing and
the seven eyes of the Lamb for
observing and infusing, all for God’s
eternal building, the New Jerusalem.
The sevenfold Spirit, as the
all-inclusive life-giving Spirit, includes
the elements of divinity, humanity,
the death of Christ with its effective-
ness, and the resurrection of Christ
with its power. Since the Spirit has

been intensified, all the elements of the Spirit have also
been intensified. As a result, the life in the intensified Spirit
is a sevenfold intensified life.

The intensification of the life-giving Spirit is for the inten-
sification of the believers in their spiritual experience. Since
the Spirit has been intensified, both as individual believers
and as the church, we should unconditionally open our-
selves to be intensified in every way by the intensified
life-giving Spirit. Intensification leads to vitalization—the
condition of being living and active in our regenerated
spirit. Those who are intensified by the Spirit, who are vital-
ized by the Spirit, who hear the speaking of the Spirit, and
who experience the Spirit as the seven judging lamps and
the seven infusing eyes have a marvelous opportunity—
to be the overcomers whom the Lord is seeking for the
building up of His Body. The Spirit has been intensified and
the Spirit is speaking. May we all have an ear to hear what
the intensified life-giving Spirit is saying to the churches.

The Editors

64 Affirmation & Critique

The Crystallization
THETHE INTENSIFIEDINTENSIFIED LIFELIFE-GIVING-GIVING SPIRITSPIRIT

As individual
believers and as

the church we should
unconditionally open

ourselves to be
intensified in every

way by the intensified
life-giving Spirit.


