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n Ephesians 3:19 the apostle Paul says, “That you may be filled unto all the fullness
of God.” When Christ makes His home in our hearts and when we are strong to
apprehend with all the saints the dimensions of Christ and to know by experience His
knowledge-surpassing love, we shall be filled unto all the fullness of God. All this fullness dwells in Christ (Col. 1:19; 2:9). Through His indwelling, Christ continually
imparts the very element of God into our being. We can be filled with God to such
a measure and can attain such a standard, even unto all the fullness of God. In
this way we fulfill God’s intention that the church should be the expression of
God. When the riches of God are in God Himself, they are His riches. But when the
riches of God are expressed, they become His fullness (John 1:16). When we speak
of the fullness of God, we imply that the riches of all that God is have become His
expression.
The Church Metabolically Constituted
The fullness of God is the church. Chapter 3 of Ephesians is not concerned with the
organization of the church nor with the formation of the church, but with the constitution of the church. The church is neither organized nor formed; it is metabolically
constituted in us through our experience and enjoyment of the riches of Christ. In
order for the church to be constituted in a practical way, we need to be strengthened
into our inner man. Then Christ must make His home in our hearts; He must occupy
all the parts of our inner being and saturate them with His riches. Then we need to be
rooted and grounded in love, rooted for growth and grounded for building. Following
this, we must grasp the dimensions of Christ. This is to experience Christ in His universal dimensions. Along with this, we come to know in our experience the knowledgesurpassing love of Christ. As a result of all these experiences, we are eventually filled
unto all the fullness of God. Therefore, being filled unto the fullness of God is the outcome, the result, of all the deeper, higher, and richer experiences of Christ described
in Ephesians 3.
The Highest Definition of the Church
The highest definition of the church is that the church is the fullness of God. Some may
be troubled at such a statement and may wonder how this claim can be substantiated.
In verse 21 Paul says, “To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus.”
According to the context, the church in verse 21 is the very fullness of God in verse 19.
When in our experience we are filled unto all the fullness of God, the church comes
into being in a practical way. It is at such a time that we could say what Paul says: “To
Him be the glory in the church.” This glory is the expression of God. Hence, in the fullness of God there is the expression of God. Therefore, the fullness of God is the church
Volume XXIII  No. 2  Fall 2018

61

