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he New Testament is a book on the kingdom of God; the entire New Testament
concerns the kingdom (Matt. 6:33; Mark 1:14-15; 4:11; John 3:3, 5; Acts 1:3; Rom.
14:17; Rev. 11:15; 12:10). The kingdom of God is the reign of God, the rule of God, a
divine sphere for God to work out His plan, a realm where God can exercise His author
ity to accomplish His will and intentions. The kingdom of God as the reign of God is
indicated clearly in Revelation 11:15: “The kingdom of the world has become the king
dom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.” For God to
have a kingdom is for Him to have a dominion: “Your kingdom is an eternal kingdom, /
And Your dominion is throughout all generations” (Psa. 145:13). In this verse Your
kingdom is the equivalent of Your dominion. The kingdom of God is God’s reign over
the entire universe and over everything and everyone. This means that God rules the
heavens, the earth, and all the nations and peoples of humankind. It is accurate to say
that the reign of God is coextensive with the existence of God. God’s existence is from
eternity to eternity, without beginning or ending, and God’s kingdom, His universal and
eternal reign, is likewise from eternity to eternity, without beginning or ending (Heb.
1:8; Dan. 4:3).
The kingdom of God is not only the reign of God over the universe but also a realm of
the divine life (John 3:3, 5, 15-16; 18:36); this is a realm wherein the divine life—the
eternal life in the Son of God, who is life (1 John 5:11-12; John 11:25; 14:6)—moves,
works, rules, and governs so that God may fulfill His eternal purpose. This aspect of
the kingdom of God is actually an organism constituted with God’s life as the realm, the
sphere, of life for His ruling, in which He reigns by His life and corporately expresses
Himself as the Divine Trinity in Christ as our life and the church as the Body of Christ
(Col. 3:4; Eph. 1:22-23). As created human beings, we were born into the kingdom of
God as a physical realm, and as children of God, we have entered into the kingdom of God
as a realm of life by being begotten of God, being born of the Spirit in our spirit (John
1:12-13; 3:3, 5-6).
Aspects of the Kingdom of God
The Gospel of Luke is rich in revelation concerning the kingdom of God. As God incarnate,
the Lord Jesus came to establish the kingdom of God on earth as a realm in which God
can carry out His purpose through the exercise of His authority. An angel spoke to
Mary, the mother of Jesus, saying, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore also the holy thing which is born will
be called the Son of God” (1:35). The angel also said, “The Lord God will give to Him
the throne of David His father, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of
His kingdom there will be no end” (vv. 32-33). Jesus will have the house of Jacob—the
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