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I

n his Epistle to the Colossians, Paul speaks of Christ as “the all-inclusive One, having the
first place in all things as the mystery and embodiment of God, as the Head and con
stituent of the church, as the allotted portion, life, constituent, and hope of the saints,
and as the Body of all positive things.”1 In presenting these items of His preeminence,
Paul begins by first referring to Christ as the allotted portion in 1:12, saying, “Giving
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion of the
saints in the light.” The allotted portion, signified by the promised good land in the Old
Testament and Christ in the New Testament, subsumes all the items of His preeminence
in Colossians and, thus, is rightfully positioned in the sequence of Paul’s presentation.
As the allotted portion, He should have the first place in all things.2 As the allotted por
tion, He is the mysterious embodiment of God. As the allotted portion, He is the Head
and constituent of the church. As the allotted portion, He is the source of the life and hope
of the saints both now and in the future. And as the allotted portion, He is the realization
of all positive things.
Christ as the Allotted Portion in Colossians 1:12
Being the Reality of the Allotted Portions in the Old Testament
The allotted portion of Christ in Colossians 1:12 is the reality of the type of the allotment
of the good land to the twelve tribes of Israel in the Old Testament. Colossians 1:12 does
not use the term lot as a general reference to Christ, but allotted portion, as a particular
reference to subsections of the promised land. For example, Joshua 15:1-4 describes in
detail just the southern border of the lot of Judah:
The lot for the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families was unto the
border of Edom, to the wilderness of Zin at the south; this was the southern extreme. And
their southern border was from the end of the Salt Sea, from the tongue-shaped bay that
faces south; and it went southward to the ascent of Akrabbim, and passed on to Zin, and went
up south of Kadesh-barnea, and passed on to Hezron, and went up to Addar, and went around
Karka, and passed on to Azmon, and went out to the brook of Egypt; and the end of the border
was at the sea. This shall be your southern border.

Verses 5 through 12 then detail the eastern, northern, and western borders of Judah’s
lot, which included the special features of “the bay of the sea at the end of the Jordan”
(v. 5), “the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben” (v. 6), “the waters of En-shemesh” (v. 7),
“the Jebusite slope (this is Jerusalem)” (v. 8), and “the spring of the waters of Nephtoah”
(v. 9). These features signify unique functions measured to the members of the Body
of Christ, features that are not present in other lots but are parts of the totality of the
good land. See “Map of Canaan—Twelve Tribe Portions.”
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